
Food Waste:
BY THE NUMBERS

The Extent of Food Waste

Believe it or not, we throw away a huge amount of our nation’s most important agricultural 

product: food. It is the single biggest item being bulldozed in our landfills, says the USDA. But 

slowly, society is waking up to this wastefulness and seeking solutions, some of which are 

being led by FFA members. Consider these statistics. • By Gene Johnston

At least 
50 million 

people could 
live off of the 
food we waste 

in the U.S. 
per year.218

pounds of food are 
wasted per person 
per year in the U.S.

10 times

Developed countries 

(including the U.S.) waste 

nearly as much food as 

the total produced in sub-

Saharan Africa.

31 percent
of food produced for home, restaurant and 

school consumption ends up in landfills.

Developed countries waste 

    101ag

as much food per person as nondeveloped countries.

Sources: USDA, FAO of United Nations
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4 Commonly Wasted Foods

3 
Chapters 
Making a 
Difference

 

Cuba-Rushford FFA Chapter, Cuba, N.Y.
Agricultural education students started a school-wide composting 

project after they noticed how much food was going uneaten at 

breakfast and lunch. “We wish the students were eating the food, 

but at least we’re keeping the leftovers out of the landfill,” says 

FFA advisor Carly Santangelo. “Some students are even compost-

ing at home now.”

Central Jr. High FFA, Springdale, Ark.
Students saw a connection between the food being wasted at 

school and agriculture, so they built a compost bin from pallets. 

“It’s a hands-on opportunity to learn,” says agriculture educator 

Kathy Hall. “One student is even building a biogas digester using 

food waste. I’m hopeful that some students will see career oppor-

tunities in this field.”

Lone Star FFA, Otis, Colo.
Agricultural education students get food from a local food pantry 

called Food Bank of the Rockies and distribute it to the commu-

nity. “Students learn about using food rather than wasting it and 

also about serving our community. It’s all good,” says FFA advisor 

Saralynn Vetter.

5
Sustainable 

FFA Sponsors 
Check out how some of our 
sponsors create sustainable 

food, fuel, pet food and more. 
Just hover your phone’s 
camera over each icon.

Darling

Ingredients

Cargill

Sealed Air

Growth energy

Tyson

Bread Fruits & vegetables

DairyMeats
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