Conducting a student interest assessment
1. Investigate and follow district policy for administering surveys to students.
2. Explain to the administration the need to offer a non-biased survey of all students to
explore their interest in a wide range of areas.
3. Involve the school guidance counselor with the survey so they are aware of courses
offered in agricultural education program.
4. Administer the survey in a non-threatening atmosphere
5. Use the survey example provided on the “Start an Agricultural Education Program”
webpage or create one that meets your needs.
6. Develop a key for the instrument so administrators can see which are the ag-related items
for evaluation and analysis purposes.
7. Volunteer to assist with conducting the survey and analyzing the data.
8. Analyze the data.
9. Report the findings to your steering committee, school administrators and counselors, and
other interested supporters.
10. Use the findings in your community campaign and presentation to the school board.

Conducting a parent interest assessment
Surveying parents may be harder than surveying students because parents are not a captive
audience. It may be possible to get permission to survey parents who attend parent/teacher
conferences, post it to the school website, or send it home with students. Do not expect a high
response rate from the latter two methods. Depending on the percentage of parents that
participate in the conferences, that method may not yield substantial results either.
One way to get a good percentage of parents is to attend a variety of community activities in an
effort to reach as many as possible. These include athletic events, community fundraising events,
or festivals. You will have to guard against having individuals complete more than one survey.
If you have the resources, it may be possible to mail the survey to homes with a pre-addressed,
stamped envelope.

