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Joys and Discomforts of Serving as a National Officer

Most national officers current and past, will tgtiu that the joys of office far outweigh the disdorts. It is a joy to
make a positive difference in the life of an FFAmMer as past national officer, Christy Windhamidid@ exas
when she spent quality time with a lonely youngyladho was struggling with a personal issue. Chrsstig, “I had
the chance to spend time with her incognito (nolorev | was a national officer) and we began axtighip...1
think she did not feel as lonely while | was thdmmade the difference that | could in the timet thiaad.”

For Angela Browning, joy was finding a lifetime menin Colorado state leader and past nationateffmanager,
Scott Stump during her year of service. “Absolaigsjwould be relationships | built with staff anddents...| have
been able to maintain so many more relationshigs thmagined,” said Angela.

From the hundreds of new relationships that begimng your year as a national officer, many becdifeéme
friendships. “Perhaps most cherished is the felloprgou gain with five other team members who aadly the
only people who can understand what this yeakésftr you,” said Dustin Clark.

For past national FFA president, Corey Flournog, jttys were many. “I enjoyed being a face that sstudents
may not have seen as a national officer and reptiegethe non traditional background and urbansariastill feels
great when | run into people now and they tell ha &lthough we never met, | inspired them. Andrngethe
diversity of agriculture in our country was amaziagpecially to see the California coastline.”

Yet, the transition from life as an easy going @gd student to that of a national officer who isn@aning a
rigorous schedule similar to the CEO of a companyot easy. It is trying to be away from family dndnds
consistently and at times, you will just run oustdam. There are even those days when your te@statfuse
and frustrate you. How can you keep your battariegged with all of your responsibilities? Knowiygu are
making a positive difference in the lives of mensh@dvisors and partners helps a lot.

“Serving as a national officer has been one oftlest rewarding experiences I've had in my life.,Yeever
expected training to be so challenging. The staifational FFA will do everything they can to getwyready before
you begin traveling as an officer. No matter howcimtime you spend training, you never feel prepavkedn you
first go out. About half way through my year, Idily started to feel 100 percent confident on myitas. As an
officer, you tend to think that people have venyrhexpectations of you (which most do), and theee$et the bar
very high for yourself. Remember why you ran fdicaf in the first place and your mission as anceff] it's your
duty to support the mission of the organizatiomitislavier Moreno.

Yes, it's true you will spend more than two monith&raining and preparation for your year. “Thedsgt
discomfort was all of the time that it took traigiat national FFA. In the moment it was painfukdlize that a lot
of it was needed. It was ten weeks before we eaenas FFA member and it was hard to feel as thouglvere
contributing because we were not with membersghativas a discomfort. Missing things back home
including our family’s county stock show and Fathefay or flying back to the FFA center on Eastenday were
all sacrifices that | was more than happy to m&keal discomfort was the pressures of national SE&f and state
staff pulling me in the opposite direction. If yoy to please everyone, you are going to severngjylease yourself
and become ineffective and live with allot of ragrsaid Dustin Clark.

So, do you believe that the joys outweigh the digoots? Contact a past national officer in youraaaed learn
more about what national officer life is like fitsand.
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“I knew that we would be extremely busy and timeulddoe valuable but had no idea as to what exteritwould
be true. During December training, we were up @0&.m. and didn’t go to be until nearly midniglaéey night and
that was just doing national officer work. Persairak to answer emails or call home was very liffleis was a
difficult adjustment because you couldn’t keepdach with everyone and only could call a few pe@Mery now
and then. Most friends back home can’t understhisdaind wondered why | never called. It was algd @ make
the adjustment from college life where you havetaf freedom. Learning how to manage your timeyear
extremely valuable. Knowing how to make the mosg\adry moment in the day is what is necessarydartg be
the most successful national officer that you canTinis seems like a small thing to me now bubatime it was a
surprise and difficult,” said Stuart Joy.

“...Very few people get the chance to represent dastry as amazing agriculture. Hands down it wasctiolest
experience that | have ever had,” said Emily Harton

“One joy is knowing that you have impacted somebmtife. Another joy is for the fellowship with my
teammates...we still have an annual reunion every Jféeere’s a selfish aspect of personal growth gloais with
being a national officer,” said Dustin Clark.
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