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Serving Indianapolis—One Tree at a Time

By Sarah Jackson

INDIANAPOL IS — On the other side of Indianapolis, away fromItidtana
Convention Center and Conseco Fieldhouse, a grbEpA students are making a lasting
impact in the community. The National Days of $sF\promotes civic engagement through
agricultural education, service learning and FFAnher participation. This year, chapters
could choose from 12 different sites to particigateervice learning activities.

Braving the cold and wind, thirty members from lfleeSeneca FFA Chapter from
lllinois planted trees and helped Indy Parks ancdr&sion remove invasive honeysuckle
species in Ellenberger Park.

The members split up into several groups aroungb#hnke, where some were involved
with tearing out honeysuckle and others planteestrdJrban forester Lindsey Purcell with
Indy Parks and Rec said that honeysuckle emitemidal that kills other plants around it,
so no undergrowth grows near honeysuckle.

Along with providing shade, planting trees redueession and helps produce
oxygen, said Jeff Ward, environmental educationiadhtnator for Indy Parks and Rec.
Ward said this year’s project is a combinationhaf 2006 and 2007 projects.

“There are 206 parks that Indy Parks and Recsigamsible for a total of 11,000
acres,” Ward said. “We’'re glad for the help.” . Bdded that last year, FFA members
planted more than 350 trees.

This week FFA members are having an immediate itnpacthe city, Ward said. .

“The volunteerism provided by FFA members this kvadds up to $10,000 worth of
labor that we wouldn’t otherwise have,” Ward saltke said it's a neat experience for

members, too.

The FFA Mission: FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing
their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success

through agricultural education.



“If they (the members) come back to Indianapalifuture years, they can come back
to the parks and see the trees that they plantedsaid. “The FFA members are hard-
working and dedicated.”

This is the third year that Seneca FFA has pasdted in National Days of Service.
Advisor Kent Weber said the chapter has returned gtter year because the kids want to
participate.

“It helps out in this community, and we can dmibur local community,” he said.

Kristin Pearson, Seneca FFA Chapter historian $Aitbt of communities don’t
have a lot of volunteerism, so it's good for allusfto come together and do this. It's a lot of
fun seeing what you can do.”

The FFA members enjoyed a visit from Indianapblesyor Greg Ballard. He told
the members how much he and the city appreciatedag of service.

“Enjoy your day of service and enjoy the city,”|Bed said.

Toyota, Timberland and Coca-Cola sponsored todsergice project at Ellenberger
Park as a special project of the National FFA Faiiond.

it

The National FFA Organization, formerly known as #uture Farmers of America,
is a national youth organization of 507,763 studseembers — all preparing for leadership
and careers in the science, business and technofagyiculture — as part of 7,439 local
FFA chapters in all 50 states, Puerto Rico and/irgin Islands. The National FFA
Organization changed to its present name in 198&dognition of the growth and diversity
of agriculture and agricultural education. The FRAsion is to make a positive difference
in the lives of students by developing their patdrfor premier leadership, personal growth
and career success through agricultural educatiisit.www.ffa.org for more information.
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