
 

VanScoy Farm Cucumbers, an enterprise that researches, 
grows and sells hydroponic cucumbers to retail and 
wholesale markets, is owned and operated by Wesley 
VanScoy. His parents own and manage a commercial 
hydroponic tomato operation. As a freshman in high 
school, he became interested in growing a companion 

crop of cucumbers.

“It is my goal to work on this enterprise as 
a research project to refine the growing 
practices of hydroponic cucumbers with 

a goal of eventually utilizing the technology 
to grow cucumbers in large-scale production,” 

VanScoy said. “I am in the initial stages of making 
this a viable, profit-making venture by determining the 

best varieties of cucumbers and the most cost-effective and 
efficient growing techniques.”

VanScoy has used companion marketing to get his product in front of potential buyers. He has generated 
several return customers by sending cucumber samples with retail and wholesale customers when they 
purchase boxes of VanScoy Farms tomatoes. 

A senior at Ridgemont High School, VanScoy is active in local FFA activities and serves on numerous 
committees. He earned the Chapter Star Greenhand award as well as the Star Chapter Agribusiness award. 
VanScoy is also a member of the Ridgemont High School choir and an Honor Roll student. He belongs to 
the Great Lakes Hydroponic Association and is a member of Ohio Proud. After graduation in May of 2008, 
he plans to pursue a degree in agricultural education and one day hopes to return to the family operation.
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Rachel Patrick owns and operates  
His-Grace Holsteins, an enterprise that  
custom raises commercial Holstein heifers and bulls for  
local dairy farmers, as well as buys and sells registered 
Holstein cattle. 

“Through my business, I buy, raise, show, breed and  
market registered and commercial Holstein  

cattle.” Patrick said. “I raise or purchase my 
registered animals to show and contribute 

superior genetics to my herd. I market a  
number of animals annually by private treaty or 

consignment sales, allowing local dairy farmers to  
benefit from the superior genetics of my herd. I also  

purchase commercial Holstein heifers to use as embryo transfer 
recipients in my breeding program. When these heifers calve at two  

years of age, I market them to local dairyman.”

Patrick is a 2007 graduate of Putnam County High School. While in high school, Patrick was active in FFA, serving  
as president and vice president of the Putnam County FFA Chapter. She was named the Georgia Star Farmer in  
2007, and was part of the Dairy Evaluation team that placed second nationally and eighth internationally in 2006. 
Patrick was awarded the State of Georgia Certificate of Merit and served her graduating class as salutatorian. She is 
attending South Dakota State University majoring in dairy production and plans to continue on to attend veterinary 
school with hopes of owning a small dairy and being a large animal veterinarian.
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